Formula Auditing Tools as an Instructional Tool in Building Excelets

The Formula Auditing Tools provide a visual connection of the cells involved in a
formula. For Excelets, it relates the manipulatable variables to calculated results.
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Alternatively to get the Formula Auditing Tools, go to Tools > Formula Auditing and

select the tool you want from the list.
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The two useful tools are the
Trace Precedents and Trace

B BN RS Y TN R R Dependents. The precedents are

all the cells that feed into a
formula.

To use this you must first click on
a cell that contains a formula (as
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Precedents to see the connections. The
Formula Auditing connections will disappear
after a period of time (do not stay
permanently, but long enough for screen
captures).

Here is an example where in cell C9 is the
average of C3:C7. The contents of the blue
box provide the data for the mean in C9.
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C9 below) and then go to Tools >
Formula Auditing > Trace
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Here is a more involved example where two calculations are outlined - the bright
green cell in the P*V = k column and _ cell in the P (atm) column.
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What is the relationship between the Pressure and Volume of a trapped sample of air?
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Here is a use of the Trace Dependent tool that shows where the variable in E4 will
be used in calculations of results of P (atm). The results in column B depend on E4.
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This is a useful tool for helping learners understand the construction of an

Excelet, while holding the presentation of the formula (mathematics) off.
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